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THE  ROAD  TO  FREEDOM 


I.  GENERAL: 

It  is  not  strange  that  the  truly  great  are  hum- 
ble; neither  is  it  odd  that  their  profound  sim- 
plicity is  coupled  with  a  deep  love  of  truth.  It 
was  a  complete  emancipation  from  the  ego 
that  enabled  a  great  President  to  sincerely 
believe  in  the  "proposition  that  all  men  are 
created  equal".  Should  we  not,  in  compliance 
with  his  admonition,  rededicate  ourselves  to 
the  preservation  of  a  Government  of,  by  and 
for  the  people? 

It  is  the  sincere  desire  of  the  National  Fed- 
eration of  the  Blind  that  the  affairs  of  our 
people  be  entrusted  to  those  so  dedicated. 
That  which  is  created  for  the  people  but  which 
is  not  composed  of  the  people  nor  guided  by 
them  will  in  due  time  become  a  seat  of  tyranny. 
The  blind  have  witnessed  the  creation  of  many 
organizations  and  institutions  ostensibly  for 
their  benefit.  Since  their  structures  did  not 
contain  these  three  great  pillars  of  strength 
necessary  for  the  fulfillment  of  their  objectives, 
the  results  have  been  more  than  disappointing. 
If  our  efforts  are  not  to  miscarry  in  the  future, 
all  public  and  private  activity  for  the  blind 
must  not  only  be  for  the  blind,  but  personneled 
by  the  blind.  Furthermore,  our  representatives 
must  be  endowed  with  a  dignified  humility  to 
insure  their  ability  to  recognize  true  merit  in 
persons  and  things.  Clear  perception  does  not 
flow  from  a  brain  drugged  with  vanity.  If  this 
is  done,  the  deep  desire  of  the  warm-hearted 
American  people  to  aid  the  blind  in  rehabili- 
tating themselves  can  no  longer  be  exploited. 
Our  generous  sighted  friends  have  in  every 
instance  supported  an  infinite  variety  of 
schemes  and  organizations  espousing  a  desire 
to  rehabilitate  the  bUnd.  Our  sighted  friends 
have  a  right  to  give  their  desire  concrete  ex- 
pression with  full  security  against  the  violation 
of  their  trust.  However,  the  wide-spread  ex- 
ploitation of  this  desire  has  brought  the  blind 
to  grief  and  fattened  the  professional  bigot% 

At  first  the  people's  efforts  were  in  all  in- 
stances privately  organized,  but  endowed  with 
little  or  no  coordination.  Later  public  school 
systems,  State  Commissions,  State  Welfare 
Adminiskators,  The  Federal  Social  Security 
Board  and  the  U.  S.  Dept.  of  Education  entered 
the  field,  although  private  individuals  and  or- 
ganizations continued  to  function.  This  has 
led  to  a  hodgepodge  resulting  in  waste.  To 
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a  great  degree,  it  has  led  to  the  exploitation 
and  iron-clad  control  of  our  interests  by  pseu- 
do-pressure groups  and  tightly  knit  cliques  of 
sighted  professionals,  often  working  behind 
blind  fronts,  seeking  monetary  advantage,  po- 
litical power  or  social  and  professional  ag- 
grandizement. The  infinite  impenetrable  maze 
which  has  resulted,  prevents  the  public  eye 
from  being  focused  upon  our  ruling  tyrants 
clothed  in  a  publicized  virtue  of  subtle  con- 
cealment. 

When  our  most  learned  and  capable  blind 
people  endowed  with  a  deep  understanding  of 
our  people's  problems  endeavor  to  enlist  the 
interest  of  educators  and  organizations  admir- 
ably suited  to  make  an  appraisal,  they  are 
decried  as  interlopers,  opportunists  or  dream- 
ers, if  ostracism  in  the  first  instance  has  failed. 
Powerful  organizations  and  individuals  have 
cause  to  fear  a  scientific  well-grounded  ap- 
praisal. The  well-educated,  widely  experi- 
enced blind  individuals  in  our  great  country 
must  be  given  a  real  opportunity  to  contribute 
their  bit  toward  the  evolution  and  development 
of  a  comprehensive,  well-coordinated  rehabili- 
tation, educational  and  pension  system  for  our 
people  if  the  tremendous  waste  and  funda- 
mental evils  are  to  be  replaced  by  efficiency 
and  sound  organizations. 

In  fact,  our  best  blind  people  must  be  placed 
in  all  key  positions  so  as  to  insure  the  presence 
of  confidence  and  genuine  understanding. 
This  requirement  is  fundamental.  Although 
sighted,  capable  assistance  is  needed,  yet  the 
results  of  absolute  control  by  the  sighted  can 
no  longer  be  ignored.  BHnd  executives  and 
administrators  are  not  on  the  defensive  when 
constructive  suggestions  are  made.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  sighted  professionals  manning 
these  positions,  more  often  than  not,  meet  any 
and  all  suggestions  with  red  fury  in  an  ava- 
lanche of  abuse  or  arrogance  without  taking 
time  to  evaluate  or  appraise  their  merit.  Their 
vested  interest  must  be  protected  at  all  costs. 
It  is  hard  for  one  without  experience  to  realize 
the  extent  and  viciousness  of  this  menace. 
Sighted  professionals  are  suave  and  disarm- 
ing when  in  conference  wtih  our  public  and 
private  leaders.  Busy  men  often  misplace 
their  confidence  thus. 

Sighted  collaboration  is  needed.  In  the  past, 
however,  institutions  organized  in  behalf  of 
the  blind  have  largely  failed  because  the  per- 
sons in  supreme  authority  have  been  sighted 
professional  moraUsts.    No  sighted  individual 
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can  possibly  obtain  the  deep  understanding  of 
the  bUnd  which  must  be  present  if  the  various 
services  are  to  be  in  fact  of  genuine  benefit  in 
a  real  rehabilitation  sense.  To  be  successful, 
all  key  positions  throughout  the  entire  super- 
structure must  be  manned  by  our  most  intel- 
ligent and  capable  blind  people,  as  will  later 
appear. 

If  a  blind  person  is  on  the  staff,  but  not  ac- 
tually in  supreme  control,  his  fear  of  losing  his 
job  being  greater  than  that  of  a  sighted  person, 
will  cause  him  to  diligently  parrot  the  attitudes 
and  policies  of  his  sighted  superior.  It  is  sig- 
nificant to  note  that  almost  all  great  advance- 
ments in  blind  education,  rehabilitation  and 
public  assistance  have  been  evolved  by  the 
blind  themselves,  even  though  at  times  with 
the  sympathetic  encouragement  of  the  sighted. 
Most  of  the  sighted  collaborators  should  be 
persons  who  have  been  trained  and  experi- 
enced in  the  normal  orthodox  fields  of  educa- 
tion, psychiatry,  psychology  and  industry.  In- 
dustry in  particular  is  poorly  represented. 


II.  EDUCATION: 

The  typical  blind  person  is  the  usual  aver- 
age American  citizen,  endeavoring  to  evolve 
a  standard  of  values  upon  which  to  predicate 
his  or  her  sociological  and  economic  develop- 
ment, save  that  blindness  has  added  another 
impediment. 

After  years  of  contemplation  and  interpola- 
tion with  his  fellow  citizens  in  the  market 
places  of  ancient  Athens,  Aristotle's  transcen- 
dental lucidity  defined  the  primary  fundamen- 
tal element  of  successful  living  with  simple 
clarity,  as  a  capacity  to  be  honest  with  one- 
self. If  a  person  has  the  courage  to  develop 
this  capacity,  then  his  relationships  with  other 
individuals  or  society  as  a  whole,  will,  a  for- 
tiori, reflect  the  same  characteristics.  Marcus 
Aurelius  probably  added  nothing  when  he 
stated  that  a  person  could  not  be  honest  with 
himself  unless  he  possessed  sufficient  fortitude 
to  express  it  concretely.  At  long  last,  how- 
ever, the  greatest  Teacher  of  all  further  clari- 
fied our  problem  by  teaching  in  essence  that 
we  must  be  honest  with  ourselves,  develop 
sufficient  fortitude  to  reflect  our  innate  honesty 
in  concrete  everyday  living  and  couple  with 
it  a  capacity  to  deny  ourselves  when  the  hap- 
piness and  welfare  of  others  so  demand. 

Our  blind  people  can  be  so  moulded.  The 
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popular  belief  that  the  inception  of  blindness 
as  of  necessity  dooms  a  person  to  complete 
economic  and  social  ostracism  is  a  result  of 
the  failure  to  man  our  projects  and  organiza- 
tions with  individuals  possessing  a  funda- 
mental development  of  character.  Persons  who 
have  conquered  their  blindness  in  a  genuine 
way  would  not  have  created  such  a  popular 
beUef.  The  outstanding  blind  must  be  induced 
to  enter  upon  such  missions.  Today,  they  are 
fought  at  every  turn.  Soon  they  weary  and 
leave  the  field  to  the  bigotted  and  incompetent. 

We  are  interested  in  the  development  of  a 
comprehensive  technique  which  in  its  opera- 
tion will  tend  to  endow  more  blind  persons 
with  the  strength  of  character  resulting  from 
sound  environmental  and  educational  condi- 
tioning. It  is  not  our  intention  to  here  present  a 
formula  which  will  enable  the  reader  to  class- 
ify his  specific  acquaintances.  We  are  inter- 
ested in  elements  and  forces  which  must  be 
thwarted  or  employed  in  order  to  attain  a 
wholesome  objective. 

Let  us  start  our  analysis  with  a  normal  in- 
fant. Save  for  his  most  mundane  require- 
ments, an  infant  is  wholly  absorbed  in  the 
multifarious  phenomena  of  his  immediate  en- 
vironment. Thought  of  self  is  almost  complete- 
ly lost  in  the  vigor  with  which  he  pursues  his 
curiosity.  If  this  curosity  is  encouraged  and 
competently  directed  throughout  the  child's 
formative  years,  the  inevitable  result  will  be 
the  obtaining  of  a  broad  perspective  of  the 
universe  in  all  of  its  manifestations.  Refine- 
ments and  a  love  of  beauty  will  gradually  as- 
sert themselves.  The  acquiring  of  such  a 
perspective  will  bring  to  the  adult  the  ever- 
recurring  joy  of  discovery  which  he  will  be 
most  anxious  to  share  with  his  fellow  explorers. 
Such  conditioning  will  give  to  the  community 
a  genuine  altruist,  the  influence  of  whom  soci- 
ety is  sorely  in  need.  Breadth  of  perception 
so  acquired  will  by  its  innate  characteristics 
cause  the  observer  to  place  his  own  importance 
in  the  scheme  of  things  within  the  confines  of 
its  own  insignificant  niche.  He  will  ultimately 
learn  that  the  human  body,  relatively  speak- 
ing, is  nought  but  an  infinitesimal  bit  of  palpi- 
tating protoplasm.  He  would  also  realize  that 
the  body  performs  a  noblie  function.  As  a  cara- 
van for  the  mind,  its  importance  far  exceeds 
that  first  indicated  by  its  relative  physical  in- 
significance. It  is  the  mind  that  is  the  citadel 
of  a  good  life.  We  live  as  we  think.  Genuine 
thinking  requires  courage.    It  cannot  be  pur- 
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sued  without  an  all-consuming  love  of  truth 
accompanied  by  a  fierce  pursuit  of  man's  nat- 
ural curiosity. 

All  of  the  foregoing  applies  to  the  blind,  as 
well  as  to  the  sighted.  The  only  added  ele- 
ment with  which  we  have  to  cope  is  that  blind- 
ness is  apt  to  cause  an  excessive  amount  of 
introspection;  consequently,  the  danger  of  de- 
veloping the  eccentricities  and  idiosyncracies 
of  a  predominant  introvert  may  be  thereby  in- 
creased. 

The  strength  of  character  developed  by  the 
possessor  of  a  broad  perspective  prevents  him 
from  being  greedy,  selfish,  egotistical,  credit- 
seeking,  fame-seeking,  vindictive,  etc.  Psychi- 
cally healthy  individuals  pursue  their  interests 
because  laudable  activities  are  intrinsically 
worth  pursuing.  Proper  environmental  condi- 
tioning produces  individuals  who  are  civic- 
minded,  good  neighbors,  and  the  performers  of 
generous  acts  without  thought  of  credit.  The 
evolvement  of  an  altruistically-inclined  indi- 
vidual removes  the  fear  of  playing  or  being 
the  part  which  the  ordained  scheme  of  things 
requires  of  us  all.  He  is  not  afraid  to  face 
reality  nor  does  he  need  to  erect  mental  smoke 
screens  to  hide  that  which  the  introvert's  self- 
deception  would  cause  him  to  fear.  So,  too, 
can  the  fear  of  blindness  be  negatived. 

If  our  blind  children  are  to  be  successfully 
handled,  they  must  be  reached  through  their 
parents.  The  parents  are  the  ones  intimately 
associated  with  the  blind  child  during  all  his 
formative  years.  A  blind  child  who  has  been 
so  environmentally  conditioned  that  it  reaches 
school  age  with  an  outlook  comparable  to  that 
of  a  well-developed  sighted  child,  is  the  kind 
of  a  candidate  which  we  wish  to  present  to 
the  educator.  The  educator  would  then  have 
a  sound  foundation  on  which  to  predicate  his 
work. 

Blindisms  cannot  be  eliminated  by  teacher- 
isms.  No  technique  for  the  handUng  of  the 
parent  education  problem  will  ever  be  evolved 
by  persons  with  an  excessive  loyalty  and  in- 
terest in  the  institutional  segregation  method. 
Publications  issued  by  national  organizations 
must  make  it  a  poUcy  to  pubHsh  articles  writ- 
ten by  the  laity  as  well  as  articles  written  by 
so-called  social  workers  who  perforce  must 
seek  to  advance  themselves  professionally 
through  the  printed  page.  Many  very  intelli- 
gent people  have  had  blind  prodigy.  Others 
have  encountered  blindness  after  having  suc- 
cessfully developed  as  a  sighted  person.  These 
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persons  undoubtedly  have  written  letters  and 
manuscripts  that  would  have  been  genuinely- 
beneficial  if  interspersed  among  the  monopo- 
lized pages.  Their  total  absence  would  tend  to 
indicate  that  they  have  been  ruled  against  be- 
cause professionals  have  had  an  effective  prior 
claim.  This  phenomenon  is  present  in  the 
sighted  as  well  as  the  blind  educational  fields. 

If  eminent  educators  were  to  realize  the  cry- 
ing need  for  parent  education,  it  would  then  be 
possible  to  secure  the  necessary  support  to 
cause  the  collaboration  of  eminent  psycholo- 
gists, sociologists,  rehabilitation  experts  and 
other  specialists  in  the  formulation  of  parent 
guide  books  or  manuals.  Each  manual  would 
deal  with  its  respective  age  group  so  that  every 
parent  of  a  blind  child  would  thereby  be  armed 
with  scientific  guidance  in  the  proper  hand- 
ling of  his  offspring.  At  present  there  is  a  com- 
plete dearth  of  available  literature  on  this 
subject,  in  spite  of  professional  denials.  Par- 
ents are  constantly  asking  for  such  assistance, 
and  we  can  only  say  that  it  does  not  exist. 
Intelligent  and  exhaustive  research  would  dis- 
close countless  problems  with  which  these 
manuals  could  adequately  cope.  This  litera- 
ture would  deal  with  tasks  which  a  blind  child 
could  be  taught  to  perform  around  the  home, 
with  methods  and  suggestions  as  to  how  best 
obtain  the  child's  joyful  dispatch  of  such  duties. 
It  would  suggest  games  which  could  be  par- 
ticipated in  by  the  blind  child  along  with  his 
sighted  playmates.  All  books  would  deal  with 
the  attitude  of  the  parents  and  other  children 
of  the  family  toward  the  blind  child.  Tech- 
niques which  would  enable  the  parent  to  de- 
velop the  blind  child's  understanding  of  nat- 
ural phenomena,  with  a  suggested  bibliography 
for  use  in  connection  therewith  would  not  be 
neglected. 

In  view  of  the  obvious  fact  that  the  blind 
must  learn  to  work  in  a  world  that  is  organized 
for  the  sighted,  it  is  recommended  that  the 
blind  should  at  every  possible  point  throughout 
their  education  be  brought  in  contact  with  their 
sighted  fellows.  Any  rehabilitation  program  for 
the  blind  must  develop  them  into  psychically 
healthy  individuals  in  the  same  manner  and  to 
the  same  degree  that  a  sighted  person  should 
be  so  developed.  Such  blind  persons  must  be 
taught  to  produce  in  the  normal,  everyday  eco- 
nomic scheme  of  things,  both  in  quantity  and 
quality,  in  direct  competition  but  elbow  to  el- 
bow, with  their  sighted  fellows.  Only  by  the 
reaUzation  of  this  goal  will  it  be  possible  to 


7 


prevent  the  blind  from  dealing  too  much  in 
mtrospection.  Excessive  introspection,  coupled 
with  self-deception,  tends  to  develop  a  predom- 
inant introvert.  BUndness  merely  increases  the 
ease  with  which  a  person  may  so  develop.  In 
all  other  respects,  the  educational  problem  for 
the  bUnd  is  psychologically  the  same  as  that 
for  the  sighted. 

It  has  been  demonstrated  on  numerous  oc- 
casions that  the  blind  may  obtain  a  more  ac- 
curate picture  of  the  sighted  world  in  which 
they  must  later  earn  their  hving  if,  during  their 
formative  years,  they  are  kept  in  contact  with 
sighted  children.  Through  the  eyes  of  their 
sighted  playmates,  a  myriad  of  impressions 
come,  which,  over  a  period  of  time,  mount  into 
staggering  proportions,  and  which  no  blind 
school  could  possibly  supply.  If  the  bUnd 
child,  therefore,  is  in  a  home  blessed  with  the 
supervision  of  intelligent  parents  who  require 
the  blind  child  to  do  his  share  of  the  family 
tasks,  and  in  addition,  refrain  from  wearing  the 
assumed  virtue  of  pity  on  their  sleeves,  we 
strongly  urge  that  such  child  be  sent  to  the 
orthodox  schools  of  the  sighted,  normal  world. 
The  blind  are  not  so  numerous  that  their  pres- 
ence would  at  all  throw  the  schools  of  the 
sighted  out  of  gear.  On  the  contrary,  it  has 
been  found  that  a  blind  child  coming  from  an 
intelligently  directed  home,  will  confer  a  great 
benefit  upon  the  sighted  children,  due  to  the 
mutual  assistance  which  is  interchanged. 

When  a  blind  person  has  been  so  rehabili- 
tated, he  can  be  given  mobility  by  the  Seeing 
Eye.  Then  he  may  pursue  his  social  and  eco- 
nomic contacts  more  vigorously  and  success- 
fully. 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing  conditioning 
which  the  proper  preparation  for  the  blind  for 
life's  work  would  require,  we  wish  to  point  out 
another  aspect  of  our  problem:  The  blind  need 
sympathetic  sighted  collaboration  and  not 
large  doses  of  sighted  paternalism.  We  must 
learn  to  walk  alone  in  our  varied  avenues  of 
endeavor,  and  when  so  enabled,  be  permitted 
to  enter  fields  that  have  some  chance  of  be- 
coming reasonably  lucrative.  For  example: 
Mattresses  manufactured  for  the  $6,  $8,  $10, 
and  $12  market  cannot  be  the  medium  of  em- 
ployment for  the  bUnd  when  sighted  young- 
sters therein  fail  to  earn  adequate  wages. 
Before  recommendations  for  types  of  manufac- 
ture are  made  and  entered  into,  this  question 
must  be  given  consideration.  Tradition  is  re- 
sponsible for  this  decadence.  Vigorous  leader- 
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ship  from  men  taken  out  of  the  experienced 
normal  world  undoubtedly  would  engender 
real  progress. 

All  the  foregoing  should  be  applied  with  re- 
spect to  the  work  for  the  blind  initiated  in  1936 
under  the  Randolph-Shepard  Act  in  the  Office 
of  Education  of  the  Federal  Security  Agency, 
Washington,  D.  C.  This  work  for  the  blind 
must  be  divorced  from  the  Division  of  Federal 
Rehabilitation  and  placed  in  a  separate,  ex- 
clusive division  for  the  blind,  headed  by  a 
capable  blind  person  who  reports  directly  to 
the  Commissioner  of  Education.  The  present 
set-up  requires  the  Special  Agent  for  the  Blind 
to  report  to  the  Chief  of  the  Division  of  Rehabil- 
itation w;ho  seems  to  color  his  administration 
by  considerations  foreign  to  blind  problems. 
It  can  be  safely  predicted  that  this  condition 
will  operate  to  make  a  failure  of  the  Federal 
endeavor.  The  widespread  chagrin,  belliger- 
ency and  distrust  among  the  blind  in  those 
now  heading  institutions  and  departments  or- 
ganized for  their  benefit  has  its  origin  in  this 
phenomenon. 


III.    PUBLIC  ASSISTANCE: 

A  few  general  remarks  about  pensions  ought 
to  be  made:  Any  revised  pension  law  should 
reward  and  not  penalize  vocational  effective- 
ness if  rehabilitation  is  to  be  its  genuine  objec- 
tive. Any  revision  of  the  statutes  should  in- 
corporate this  principle.  However,  it  seems 
quite  odd  that  the  flouting  of  the  present  law 
has  not  been  effectively  dealt  with.  Our  State 
Courts  have  many  times  ruled  that  a  writ  of 
mandamus  will  issue  requiring  the  payment 
of  the  pension  from  the  date  the  application 
therefor  is  filed  if  the  applicant  has  met  the 
residential,  financial  and  physical  require- 
ments. In  other  avenues  of  society,  rights  are 
enforced  in  the  Courts  when  traversed.  Where 
there  is  no  existing  institution  which  will  pro- 
vide free  legal  service  to  the  blind  for  the  en- 
forcement of  their  rights  under  our  pension 
acts  that  will  bring  about  this  result,  then  the 
pension  laws  should  be  revised  to  include  spe- 
cific provisions  for  it;  otherwise,  it  is  of  little 
purpose  to  strive  for  a  better-phrased  statute 
when  administrative  officials  can,  with  impu- 
nity, enter  into  "gentlemen  agreements"  for  its 
flouting.  Matters  could  easily  be  arranged  so 
that  the  public  could  through  the  instrumental- 
ity of  government,  give  effect  to  their  wide- 
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spread  desire  in  the  furnishing  of  genuine  as- 
sistance. The  bUnd  can  best  contribute  to  their 
own  and  the  pubUc  weal  if  penaUies  are  not 
imposed  when  opportunities  require  migration 
to  a  different  county  or  state. 

Reports  indicate  a  general  lowering  of  wel- 
fare standards  and  a  general  tightening  of  the 
conditions  under  which  aid  is  granted.  There 
is  a  growing  feeling  of  concern  among  the 
blind  that  social  workers  and  administrators  of 
aid  statutes,  including  the  Social  Security 
Board  will  use  the  war  as  an  excuse  to  disre- 
gard more  than  ever,  the  liberal  purposes  of 
legislation  with  which  they  have  never  sym- 
pathized. 

Let  us  examine  a  few  pronouncements  by  a 
member  of  the  Social  Security  Board.  One  of 
the  gentlemen  in  essence  stated  that  whenever 
differences  of  opinion  arose  between  the  Board 
and  the  states,  they  were  amicably  resolved  by 
a  process  of  peaceful  negotiation,  not  by  the 
domination  and  coercion  by  the  Board.  How- 
ever this  statement  was  soon  followed  by  the 
assertion  that  the  area  within  which  the  process 
of  peaceful  negotiation  operated  was  separated 
from  another  area  within  which  the  Board  took 
matters  into  its  own  hands.  He  said  this  latter 
area  covered  all  questions  of  power  with  re- 
spect to  which  the  Board  declines  to  listen  to 
arguments  or  discussion  by  the  States.  The 
meaning  of  his  words  was  clarified  by  the  ex- 
planation that  before  1941  the  Social  Security 
Act  expressly  excepted  from  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  Board  questions  of  appointment,  tenure  of 
office  and  compensation  of  State  Welfare  per- 
sonnel. He  averred  that  despite  the  presence 
of  this  language,  the  Board  had  obtained  a 
civil  service  system  in  a  majority  of  the  states. 
He  explained  that  this  was  accomplished  by 
refusing  to  discuss  questions  of  power.  It  was 
intimated  that  the  decision  as  to  whether  a  par- 
ticular question  was  a  question  of  power  lay 
with  the  Board. 

It  is  elementary  that  all  bureaucratic  activity 
resolves  itself  into  whether  or  not  power  to 
engage  therein  has  been  legally  conferred.  Is 
it  not  the  patriotic  duty  of  every  citizen  in  a 
democracy  to  see  to  it  that  conferred  power  is 
neither  abused  nor  transcended.  When  the 
Social  Security  Board  refuses  to  discuss  ques- 
tions of  power,  if  the  legality  of  its  activities  is 
challenged,  the  tenets  of  democracy  are  in 
grave  danger.  When  the  Social  Security  Board 
is  informed  that  certain  of  its  activities  are  im- 
proper under  the  law,  it  would  seem  to  be  their 
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intent  merely  to  refuse  to  discuss  the  matter 
and  continue  as  before.  This  arrogance  must 
be  stopped;  otherwise,  the  Social  Security 
Board's  power  is  unUmited. 

The  Preamble  of  the  Social  Security  Act 
passed  by  Congress  on  August  14,  1935  enu- 
merated many  high  objectives.  Our  blind 
people  assumed  that  all  administrative  rulings 
to  be  made  in  pursuance  thereof  by  the  all- 
powerful  Bureaus  and  Boards  in  Washington 
would  be  largely  controlled  in  spirit  and  in 
fact  by  the  lofty  purposes  and  objectives  there- 
in set  forth.  Since  the  Act  has  been  in  opera- 
tion for  seven  years,  it  is  our  specific  purpose 
to  examine  the  manner  in  which  Title  X  of  the 
Social  Security  Act  has  been  administered  in 
order  to  see  whether  or  not  the  Preamble's  lofty 
objectives  are  being  in  fact  achieved  for  the 
blind. 

Opinions  have  been  obtained  which  are  not 
predicated  on  the  benign  or  malignant  require- 
ments needed  to  hold  a  state  or  federal  job  or 
to  retain  personal  benefits  flowing  from  private 
concessions  and  state  or  federal  remunera- 
tions. The  writer  and  his  associates  have  ben- 
efited greatly  by  queries  made  directly  to 
many  individuals  as  well  as  to  assembled  or- 
ganizations and  conventions.  At  the  threshold 
of  our  portrayal  we  must  recite  a  few  of  the 
longstanding  abuses  which  many  of  the  blind 
thought  Title  X  of  the  Social  Security  Act  would 
help  to  erase. 

In  most  of  the  states  where  assistance  to  the 
blind  is  given,  it  has  been  and  still  is  tradition- 
ally required  that  an  applicant  take  the  pau- 
per's oath.  After  an  application  has  been  so 
ingloriously  initiated  with  blushing  shame, 
provided  all  other  requirements  have  been  met, 
it  is  usually  filed  until  such  time  as  the  local 
fund  would  permit  its  allowance.  When  funds 
are  not  available,  the  local  administrators  of 
blind  assistance  enter  into  "gentlemen  agree- 
ments" which  arbitrarily  withhold  payment  by 
the  technique  of  filing  the  application  for  con- 
sideration later.  This  technique  is  employed 
even  when  the  state  laws  make  it  mandatory 
upon  the  officials  to  forthwith  grant  blind  as- 
sistance once  a  showing  has  been  made  by  the 
applicant  that  he  is  entitled  thereto.  Thus  it  is 
that  after  applicants  have  been  found  to  be 
wholly  destitute  and  without  any  visible  means 
of  support,  many  cases,  by  this  means,  are 
delayed  one  to  four  years  before  assistance  is 
finally  granted.    In  this  manner,  the  will  of 
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the  people,  as  expressed  through  ;heir  sover- 
eign legislatures  and  executives,  has  been  con- 
stantly overridden  by  petty  local  officials.  In 
addition,  after  blind  assistance  is  finally  ob- 
tained by  an  applicant,  every  cent  of  income 
or  benefit  received  by  him  from  whatever 
source  derived  must  be  strictly  accounted  for 
so  that  the  administrators  may  make  deduc- 
tions from  the  blind  pensioner's  state  or  county 
allowance  in  proportion  to  what  is  deemed  by 
them  to  be  its  monetary  value.  In  order  to 
carry  out  their  objective,  local  officials  have 
many  petticoated  investigators,  who  constantly 
shove  their  long,  cold  facial  extremities  into 
every  blind  person's  affairs  in  order  to  see 
whether  or  not  some  slight  benefit  has  not  been 
reported.  When  it  is  realized  that  in  most  states 
the  blind  pension  cannot  exceed  $30.00  per 
month  and  in  fact  averages  in  the  respective 
states  between  $23.00  down  to  nothing,  the 
penuriousness  of  these  lovely  ladies  is  at  once 
manifest.  To  make  their  inquiries  even  more 
obnoxious,  they  ofttimes  bring  pressure  upon 
members  of  a  blind  person's  family  to  grant 
free  room,  board  or  some  other  beneft  so  that 
they  may  make  a  good  record  in  the  reduction 
of  their  beloved  budget  from  which  blind  pen- 
sions are  paid.  Good  showings  in  this  regard 
advance  social  workers  professionally.  This 
is  done  although  they  know  full  well  that  a 
promise  exacted  from  relatives  is  seldom  kept 
faithfully  and  at  best  never  graciously.  The 
intense  hatred  for  the  professional  social  work- 
er has  thus  been  deeply  instilled.  Their  sal- 
aries, office  expenses  and  travel  allowances 
collected  in  the  name  of  the  blind  are  thor- 
oughly resented.  Our  people  have  reason  to 
feel  that  sighted  social  workers,  as  a  class, 
fight  for  the  preservation  of  this  system  be- 
cause it  creates  many  jobs  which  their  abili- 
ties enable  them  to  fill.  The  blind,  therefore, 
have  for  decades  fought  against  formidable 
professional  opposition  to  have  the  hated  pau- 
per's oath  abolished  in  spirit  and  in  fact.  The 
blind  know  that  in  most  instances  they  have 
been  deprived  of  their  sight  because  of  dan- 
aers  and  hazards  created  by  other  persons  or 
society  as  a  whole.  The  blind  do  not  bemoan 
the  fact  that  they  are  the  ones  upon  whom 
blindness  has  been  so  imposed;  they  do  not 
mind  absorbing  the  major  portion  of  the  losses 
resulting  from  blindness.  It  is  their  thought 
however,  that  society  should  graciously  ab- 
sorb a  small  fraction  of  the  economic  loss 
which  blindness  has  engendered.    The  public 
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wishes  to  perform  its  duty  to  the  blind  with 
good  grace  and  dignity.  Professional  opposi- 
tion constantly  thwarts  that  wish.  For  this  rea- 
son, the  power  of  the  social  workers  to  con- 
tinue their  violation  of  all  psychological  and 

•  sociological  laws  of  rehabilitation,  whether 
spiritual  or  economic,  must  be  curbed.  Further- 
more the  only  kind  of  social  worker  which  the 

>  blind  want  supported  in  their  name  is  the  one 
trained  and  required  to  place  all  emphasis  and 
effort  on  genuine  rehabilitation. 

The  word  "need"  as  it  initially  appeared  in 
Title  X  as  well  as  in  the  amendments  spon- 
sored by  Mr.  McNutt  or  his  underlings  has  been 
interpreted  so  as  to  encompass  all  the  profes- 
sional social  workers'  hide-bound  concepts 
breathed  into  the  word  by  professional  moral- 
ists over  the  centuries.  The  presence  of  the 
word  "need"  in  the  Act  enables  the  Social  Se- 
curity Board  to  refuse  to  approve  state  plans 
which  violate  its  hide-bound  ideas.  In  other 
instances,  its  emissaries,  dutifully  following 
Mr.  McNutt's  position,  threaten  the  withdrawal 
of  federal  aid  from  existing  state  plans  unless 
they  are  modified  in  strict  accordance  with  the 
Social  Security  Board's  dictates.  The  efforts  of 
the  blind  to  ameliorate  harsh  terms  existing  in 
state  legislation  or  to  legislatively  inaugurate 
new  socially  sound  state  plans  ofttimes  are 
sabotaged  by  a  "Social  Security  Board"  emis- 
sary with  a  whisper  that  federal  approval  will 
not  be  forthcoming  when  passed. 

IV.  EMPLOYMENT: 

When  the  blind  are  thrown  out  of  employ- 
ment by  the  shutdown  of  shops,  et  cetera,  they 
should  not  be  made  the  object  of  a  "hue  and 
cry"  when  they  have  courageously  sought  to 
improve  their  financial  condition  through  a 
Mutual  Cooperative  commercial  endeavor, 
Sympathetic  and  helpful  advice  would  be  wel- 
come. That  which  smacks  of  harassment  when 
social  services  have  failed,  must  be  con- 
demned. It  seems  odd  that  courageous  en- 
deavors are  rewarded  by  assertions  that  the 
products  of  the  blind  are  sold  from  house  to 
house  in  excess  of  their  true  market  value 
when  little  mention  is  made  of  the  practise  in- 
stituted by  an  organization  with  sighted  execu- 
tives which  mails  out  pencils  in  packages  of 
six,  marked  "Packed  by  the  BHnd"  requesting 
that  $1  be  remitted. 

It  is  obvious  that  the  capacities  of  sighted 
people  to  earn  a  living  in  handicrafts  has  been 
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largely  destroyed  by  the  invasion  of  markets 
by  the  products  of  mass  production  industries. 
If  it  is  impossible  for  sighted  craftsmen  to  earn 
a  living  in  the  ancient  crafts,  by  the  same  token 
and  to  the  same  degree  is  it  now  impossible 
for  the  blind  to  so  earn  a  living.  As  always,  ^ 
however,  those  persons  in  charge  of  our  blind 
schools  are  slow  to  recognize  this  apparent  lag. 
We  are  loath  to  attribute  it  to  a  vested  interest  , 
complex. 

In  lieu  of  handicrafts,  we  suggest  that  more 
blind  people  be  placed  in  orthodox  industry. 
There  are  countless  tasks  in  modern  industry 
which  the  blind  can  perform  with  as  much 
efficiency  and  dispatch  as  any  sighted  worker. 
The  blind  are  very  fastidious  and  are  not  sub- 
jected to  as  many  distractions  as  a  sighted 
worker.  They  value  their  jobs  because  it  is 
harder  for  them  to  get  others.  In  many  in- 
stances, they  are  able  to  exceed,  in  both  quan- 
tity and  quality,  the  standards  set  by  the  sight- 
ed world. 

If  a  rehabilitated  blind  person  were  to  call 
at  the  employment  office  of  a  large  corpora- 
tion, he  would  find  that  the  personnel  director 
would  be  unable  to  place  him,  simply  because  . 
the  employment  machinery  of  such  a  firm  is 
not  geared  to  handle  such  an  exotic  case.  It 
would  not  matter  if  the  personnel  director  was 
himself  convinced  that  the  blind  applicant  was 
capable  of  handling  some  given  task  within 
the  plant.  Personnel  directors  are  answerable 
to  superiors.  Not  a  bright  outlook  for  skilled 
blind  craftsmen  or  those  scaling  the  peak  of 
scholastic  attainment  in  our  institutions  of  high- 
er learning!  We  wonder  why  it  is  that  manu- 
facturers of  photographic  films  and  sensitive 
paper  train  sighted  people  to  work  in  the  dark 
instead  of  employing  those  among  us  already 
able  to  do  this  work.  The  existence  of  artifi- 
cial state  and  county  barriers  partially  ex- 
plains the  situation. 

Made  work  cannot  in  itself  constitute  genuine 
rehabilitation  for  the  blind  any  more  than  it 
can  for  the  sighted.  Inasmuch  as  it  never  sat- 
isfies a  commercially-felt  demand,  compensa- 
tion therefor  will  invariably  be  regarded  as  a 
aift,  therefore  niggardly,  irrespective  of  the 
Quality  of  the  work  or  the  "social"  needs  of 
the  normal  world  which  it  might  satisfy.  If 
made  work  does  not  ultimately  result  in  the 
transition  of  the  blind  worker  into  a  field  sus- 
tained by  a  strongly-felt  commercial  demand, 
it  can  be  safely  stated  that  rehabilitation  will 
never  be  achieved.    A  genuine  contributing 
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social  unit,  as  of  necessity,  must  experience 
the  inner  joy  resultant  from  the  satisfaction  of 
such  a  demand.  If  it  is  absent,  no  amount  of 
work  relief  will  lead  to  a  transition  into  a  hap- 
py existence.  RehabiUtation  is  not  attained  un- 
til a  blind  man  can  with  intellectual  honesty 
feel  within  himself  he  has  actually  achieved  it. 
The  unimaginative  Federal  Rehabilitation 
,  Service  seems  complacent.  If  they  would  do  a 
little  research,  they  could  discover  many  other 
comparable  opportunities.  The  U.  S.  Dept.  of 
Education  through  its  Federal  Rehabilitation 
Service  should  be  required  to  give  all  empha- 
sis to  the  solution  of  these  problems.  This  is 
what  we  expected  when  the  federal  govern- 
ment entered  the  rehabilitation  field.  It  seems, 
however,  that  the  Social  Security  Board  is 
largely  absorbed  in  ways  and  means  of  ex- 
panding its  power  and  tightening  its  control. 
We  do  not  feel  that  past  results  justify  an  in- 
crease in  the  orbit  of  their  trusteeship. 

V.  CONCLUSION: 

Many  can  aid  in  our  emancipation.  Al- 
though the  record  cannot  be  looked  to  with 
pride,  yet  the  task  confronting  us  can  be  ac- 
cepted as  a  challenge.  If  experts  in  the  or- 
ganization of  city,  county  and  state  enterprises 
are  joined  with  men  of  like  ability  in  business 
organization  and  technique,  surveys  of  our  sit- 
uation in  this  great  nation  could  be  made  with- 
out the  necessity  for  expediency  which  has 
completely  divested  surveys  previously  made, 
of  all  merit.  There  are  organizations  in  exis- 
tence which  make  such  surveys.  They  let  the 
chips  fall  where  they  may.  Political  consider- 
ations are  thoroughly  discounted.  Their  only 
interest  is  to  have  their  work  reflect  its  funda- 
mental scientific  integrity.  When  the  survey 
is  made,  they  abdicate  the  field  and  leave  it 
for  the  officials  to  organize.  The  machinations 
between  the  countless  organizations  for  the 
blind,  both  public  and  private,  are  disgraceful. 
Thousands  of  dollars  are  spent  with  little  ben- 
efit to  our  people.  Fund-collecting  campaigns 
usually  exhaust  most  of  the  proceeds  in  the 
pursuit  of  social  amenities  which  proffer  their 
work  with  the  blind  as  proof  of  their  superior 
respectability.  Organized  pencil  rackets,  in- 
efficient work-shops  and  downright  "sculdug- 
gery"  fester  in  our  cities  and  spread  their  ten- 
tacles throughout  the  states. 

lohn  P.  Altgeld,  when  Governor  of  Illinois 
said:  "Let  me  remind  you  that  compromises. 
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traders,  and  neutral  men  never  correct  abuses 
never  found  or  saved  free  institutions;  nevei 
fight  for  human  rights.  They  always  become 
the  instruments  of  the  enemy.  Wherever  the^ 
are  in  control  the  party  is  unworthy  the  re 
spect  of  mankind.  Only  men  of  courage  anc 
conviction  can  save  this  land.  Only  the  mer 
who  stand  erect  ever  get  recognition." 

Finally,  may  we  say  that  every  person  hai 
a  right  to  live  fully  and  completely;  especially 
is  it  so  if  he  endeavors,  in  ever  so  small  a  way 
to  make  a  contribution  to  humanity.  If  ou 
blind  are  enabled  so  to  live,  ere  long  they  wil 
experience  the  joy  of  dispatching  their  duty  t< 
society,  their  friends,  their  families,  and  them 
selves.  When  such  goals  are  achieved,  blind 
ness  no  longer  is  a  curse.  If  seeing  is  perceiv 
ing,  then  it  matters  not  what  instrumentalitiei 
of  perception  are  employed  in  the  obtaining  o 
a  broad  perspective.  A  commendable  stand 
ard  of  values  can  be  obtained  which  will  func 
tion  as  the  bed  rock  upon  which  an  acceptable 
and  beautiful  philosophy  of  living  can  b< 
based.  To  the  interested  observer,  the  dawi 
of  a  new  day  is  faintly,  but  deftly  caressinc 
the  eastern  sky.  Soon  it  will  come  into  its  ful 
glory.  The  blind  will  then  be  objects  of  respec 
and  admiration  in  that  they  are  living  full* 
and  completely  in  the  dispatch  of  their  socic 
duties. 

Earl  Wilcox, 
Attorney  —  Legal  Committee, 
National  Federation  of  the  Blinc 


Note:  Dr.  lacobus  ten  Broek  of  the  Universit 
of  Chicago  and  President  of  the  Nc 
tional  Federation  of  the  Blind,  an 
many  others  have  contributed  informc 
tion  and  material  incorporated  hereii 
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